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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): 

How do I pronounce AmeriCorps? 

The “p” and the “s” in AmeriCorps is silent.  AmeriCorps is pronounced Ameri-Core.  Think of 
apple core or core of the earth.   

What is the difference between the Competitive grant opportunity and the Formula grant 
opportunity? 

The spring “Formula” process is the current process for this Request for Grant Applications.  It is 
the local state competition.  The applications in the Formula competition only compete against 
applicants in our state (they are not forwarded on to compete against other programs across the 
nation) and funding decisions are made by Serve Washington. The Formula process has a 
much smaller allocation of money to draw from.  The Formula competition is a good fit for small 
programs (10-35 MSYs), programs that meet local priorities, programs that propose to operate 
in single or multiple focus areas, and/or programs that are building their evidence-base.   

In contrast, the fall “Competitive” process is the process where applicants in Washington State 
apply for AmeriCorps funding through the Serve Washington Commission.  Serve Washington 
reviews these applications and identifies which projects should move forward to the national 
competition.  At that point, the federal agency AmeriCorps evaluates the applications and 
determines which will be funded.  This competition is a good fit for large programs (20+ MSYs), 
programs that meet the national priorities, programs that propose to operate in one single focus 
area, and/or programs with strong evidence-based or evidence-informed interventions. 

To sign up for information about the Competitive process, you can register on the Funding 
Opportunities page of Serve Washington’s website to receive e-mail notification of future grant 
opportunities. 

What is the project award period? 

The project award period is one full year, generally the 1st of the month through the last day of 
the 12th month.   

 

 The earliest project award period allowed is August 1, 2023 – July 31, 2024.   
 The latest project award period allowed is January 1, 2024 – December 31, 2024. 

How does an AmeriCorps member’s term of service connect to the project award period? 

Within the project year, the start and end dates for members may vary. It may be appropriate to 
have a buffer before and after members’ terms of service.   

 Project Period Example:  August 1, 2023 – July 31, 2024  
 Full-Time Member Service Year Example:  August 15, 2023 – June 30, 2024 
 Part-Time Member Service Year Example:  January 1, 2024 – June 30, 2024 

 

Our organization tracks more outputs and outcomes than are listed in application 
performance measures, how should we address this? 
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This is a program design question that must be addressed at the program level. However, it is 
noteworthy that the logic model represents the organization’s total theory of change. Not all 
items listed in the logic model require an associated performance measure. Programs are only 
required to track one output and one aligned outcome to meet performance measure 
requirements. Additional data tracked at the organizational level will be valuable for narrative 
reports, great stories, and stakeholder engagement. 

How do I know if I apply to the cost-reimbursement prime application or the fixed-amount 
prime application? 

All NEW Serve Washington applicants must apply for a cost-reimbursement application.  
(Unless your program is a NEW Education Award Only Program (EAP) – EAP programs apply 
for the fixed-amount application.)   

Recompeting applicants previously awarded under the fixed-amount model or recompeting 
applicants who have discussed switching to the fixed-amount model with Serve Washington 
may apply for the fixed-amount application. 

How does Serve Washington handle late applications? 

All applications received after the deadline published in this RFGA are presumed to be non-
compliant and will not be reviewed or eligible for selection of award.  To overcome this 
presumption, the applicant must: 

 Submit a written explanation or justification of the extenuating circumstance(s) that 
cause the delay, including: 

o The timing and specific cause(s) of the delay 
o The ticket number if a request for eGrants assistance was submitted to the 

AmeriCorps Hotline and any associated information regarding technical issues 
o Any other documentation that supports the justification 

 Ensure that Serve Washington receives the written explanation described above via 
servewa@ofm.wa.gov no later than 24 hours after the application deadline 

 

Serve Washington will determine whether or not to accept a late application on a case-by-case 
basis. 

Serve Washington will not consider an advance request to submit a late application.  Applicants 
are highly encouraged to review the RFGA carefully and submit applications as soon as 
possible to prevent late submissions. 

Do I need to submit a plan for the Project Impact/Dialogues in Action (DIA) opportunity 
within the Formula RFGA? 

 No. Please indicate in the Clarification Information section your willingness to participate 
in this opportunity. Please note, Serve Washington has budgeted for a limited amount of 
programs (8) to engage in this project. Your indication of willingness IS NOT a guarantee you 
will be granted this funding. 

What are in-kind payments? 

 In-kind is the value of a service or product given to your program to aid in operations. 
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